Introduction
In 1862-1863, General Ulysses S. Grant conducted military operations in the state of Mississippi, culminating in the siege and eventual surrender of the city of Vicksburg. During part of this time, Grant's wife, Julia, took up residence at Walter Place in Holly Springs, Mississippi. In the years after the Civil War, Walter Place became known not just as an antebellum home, but also as a place with a strong connection to Grant and his family during the Civil War. When Mike and Jorja Lynn purchased the property, they began collecting Grantrelated items for display in the home, including modern and historic decorative artifacts, cartesde-visite, and ephemera. In 2013, Jorja Lynn donated this collection to the Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library at Mississippi State University Libraries for display and preservation purposes. This article will address the historical background of the collection, the preservation and access plans in place, and the complexities of Civil War memory that create a more nuanced portrait of how the Civil War is represented in the South.
Historical Background
In late November of 1862, Union forces under the command of Ulysses S. raid. When she was not found at the home, the officers sought to take her baggage, but they were prohibited from doing so by "the kind and noble lady" who was in charge of the home. were professionally matted and framed, while the CDVs were placed in antique frames. The collection also includes a number of commemorative plates, issued after Grant's funeral in 1885, Upon its arrival at the Ulysses S. Grant Presidential Library, archivists immediately cataloged this collection. They measured and described items, giving each one a unique identifier. They also undertook conservation efforts to clean and preserve the materials in the collection. When this work was complete, Presidential Library staff placed the materials on display in the Grant Library Exhibit hall for a reception honoring Mrs. Lynn and for public viewing.
Civil War Memory
The idea that the savior of the Union, Ulysses S. Grant, would become the main focus of an antebellum home in the heart of the old Confederacy seems antithetical to what is known about historical memory. Town squares across the South are adorned with monuments to
Confederate soldiers, and annual pilgrimages celebrate the supposed splendor of the Old South.
Antebellum homes are open to visitors, and hoop-skirt wearing docents lead tours through the luxurious mansions once owned by some of the wealthiest Americans during the mid-nineteenth century. Often overlooked is the story of the enslaved persons held in bondage on these plantations and the occupation of Union forces in the cities. In these towns, the Civil War is often remembered with pageantry and fondness for the Confederacy; however, towns such as Holly Springs, Natchez, Port Gibson, and others across Mississippi also benefit from their connection to Grant. Rosalie, the antebellum home located atop the bluff in downtown Natchez, Mississippi, is often billed, erroneously, as Ulysses S. Grant's headquarters. Port Gibson, Mississippi, located between Natchez and Vicksburg, bills itself as "The Town Too Pretty to Burn," a statement attributed to Grant.
The unique nature of Walter Place, a home in which the Grant family indeed did reside while in Mississippi, shows that the town of Holly Springs, and the Lynns in particular, were willing to embrace the legacy of the former Union commander. By collecting artifacts and ephemera relating to Grant, the Lynns assembled a collection which sought to memorialize the former general and president in one of the most unlikely areas of the country to do so.
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in an effort to downplay the successes of the Union Army and to salvage the legacy of Grant's principal antagonist, Confederate General Robert E. Lee. To this day, Vicksburg residents decry Grant and the damage he inflicted upon the Gibraltar of the Mississippi in the summer of 1863.
Yet his visit to the city in 1880 was warmly received by the populace of Warren County, as the town's black and white citizens alike cheered the former President's arrival in the city. 19 "No living person in the postwar era symbolized both the hopes and the lost dreams of the war more fully than Grant," Waugh writes.
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The presence of a collection of commemorative ephemera and artifacts as was compiled by the Lynns and displayed in Walter Place represents both the unique nature in which Grant has been remembered in the century since his death, as well as the unique position the Walter home has held in Holly Springs. It is an antebellum mansion owned by slave-owners which has become most well-known for its association with the conquering Union General.
